Introduction to History of Art
Lecture: Thursday 11-12
Anna Tüskés

Email: tuskes.anna@gmail.com

This class will provide an introduction to works of art as the embodiment of cultural, social, and political values from ancient civilizations of the West to the present. We will approach a selected number of paintings, sculptures, and buildings from a variety of perspectives, and the course will address various historical periods, artists, creative practices, and themes through the study of Western art objects that exhibit unique and significant means of expression in visual form. The course will also consider cultural and artistic exchanges between societies of Europe, the Americas, Asia, and Africa, when appropriate.

Lectures: Everyone is to attend lectures on Thursdays.

Lecture attendance: 70% is required. (In case of absence from more than 30% of the total number of lessons, the credits of the subject cannot be obtained.)

Requirements: 3 essays in English

The length of the paper should be min. 1000-1200 words plus images. The task is to present and evaluate

1. Deadline: 27 September
2. Deadline: 25 October
3. Deadline: 29 November
You can choose:


- Szőke Gábor Miklós: Chinese dragon (Kínai sárkány), Kazincbarcika, 2014


- Sculptures of Confucius in Hungary

- Wagner Nándor: Garden of Philosophers, Budapest, 2010

- Várhelyi György: The Monkey's Year (A Majom éve), Kisrécse, 2004

- Sze-tu Cseo-kuang: Lu Hszün, Kiskőrös, 1987

- Csien Sao-vu: Szun Jung, Kiskőrös, 1987

- Chinese Salons at the Esterházy Mansion of Eisenstadt (Austria)

- Chinese Salons at the Esterházy Mansion of Fertőd (Hungary)

- Chinese Garden-Sculptures in Hungary: Tata, Betlér

Papers: To encourage visual analysis and critical thinking, there are three, graded short paper assignments that will require extended personal interaction with a work of art. These papers are your opportunity to show how you’ve absorbed and understood the various analytical methods introduced in class. They are not to be done from reproductions. I will provide more specifics on the paper assignments in class, but here are some standard guidelines to follow for each assignment:

•    Papers must be typed, double-spaced, and checked for grammar and spelling errors.

•    Papers not appropriately revised will be downgraded.

•    Quality of writing and command of the English language counts toward your grade. Printing out and reading your paper aloud to yourself is also a very efficacious method for detecting grammatical errors and awkward phrasing.
•    Papers are due by midnight of the due date. You may turn in a hard copy during class on the due date or by email.
•    Your development as a writer and a critical thinker is very important.
Attendance and Note-taking: Your attendance is key to success in this class. Repeated absences will adversely affect your grade as the substance of this course is introduced in lectures. It is your responsibility to plan your schedule so that you can attend the lecture class regularly.
Taking notes well is perhaps the single most important thing you can do to prepare for this course. Everyone’s style of note-taking is different, but students who are attentive during lectures and take detailed notes will have an easier time when preparing for essays.
